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VICTORIA BC SKA SOCIETY PROUDLY PRESENTS

Victoria Inner Harbour
Victoria Curling Club
Element NightClub
Long & McQuade
White Eagle Hall
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Sales . Trades . Rentals
In-Store Financing . Repairs 
Used Instruments
Bought and Sold 
Lessons For All Ages,
Levels & Styles 


We carry all the major brands including
Yamaha, Sonor, DW, Pearl and Tama drums. 
Fender, Epiphone and Gibson guitars.
Marshall, Traynor and Ampeg amps. 
And brass by Conn, B & S, Yamaha and Bach.



756 Hillside Ave., (250) 384-3622, victoria@long-mcquade.com

Welcome Message
F

or nine years now, the Victoria Ska Festival has been bringing the best
of the genre to the island. This year, old school purveyors of the form
mix and mingle with contemporary up and comers.
The venues have changed this year and we’re happy to have new real
estate at Ship Point in Victoria’s Inner Harbour, where the ocean breeze
and island vibe set the scene for some real roots rockin’. There are a series
of free shows Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, showcasing some of the
great talent we have this year. In addition, we have a Reggae Extravaganza on Thursday the 10th guaranteed to get you movin’. Pato Banton is
a performer like no other and we’re honoured to have him this year. A hop,
skank and a jump away this same night is the Reggae Extravaganza AfterParty at Element NightClub, another venue new to the festival this year.
The White Eagle Hall with a rich tradition of all-ages shows is home to this
year’s Friday Night Ruckus. We’re proud to be bringing in acts from Latin
America, which infuse a regional and worldly flavor to ska. We are equally
proud this year to present a workshop series at the Long & McQuade Music Education Center. Ska Music has seen its share of peaks and valleys over
the years. While the festival steadily grows, the Victoria BC Ska Society
Board and the organizers have made it our mandate to promote the culture and music as much as we can. Hopefully this access to education will
spur new artists and provide a historic backbone for them to grow upon.
There is one tradition that keeps on this year: the Festival Grand Finale at
the Victoria Curling Club. Who better to anchor the whole week than The
Skatalites? Does it get more traditional than that? Maybe not, but it does
get better. The Easy Star All-Stars and The Debonaires will grace the stage
as well—a nod to the masters. These two bands are an excellent blend of
past, present and future.
This year as in past ones, we’ve made it a priority to provide the festival
to fans of all ages. It’s crucial to us that ska music and culture is spread as
far and wide as possible so every fan has an opportunity to enjoy what the
society and the performers have to offer.
It has to be mentioned once again this year that Victoria’s Annual Ska Festival is run by a small army of dedicated volunteers. There is simply no festival
without them and we owe all of them much gratitude and deserved respect.
Thanks again to our many sponsors and supporters
forbacking this unique festival and its fans.
Thanks especially to you for showing
up this year.
Take a moment, share a smile, and know
you’re among friends.

DClark

Darryl Clark
Treasurer
Victoria BC Ska Society
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Band Bios A-Z
Buena Buya

Buena Buya are among Victoria’s tightest ska/
Latin party bands. The group’s members are no
strangers to the Victoria scene, having played in
bands such as Tequila Mockingbird Orchestra
and the Hoochy Girls. Not only are Buena Buya
fun to dance to and entertaining to watch, but
they have a burning passion for growth of the
ska/reggae scene on the Island.

Current Swell

Current Swell’s sweet acoustic
folk/reggae sound has been brewing
on the island for the past two years,
having toured relentlessly while
sharing the stage with great acts like
The Beautiful Girls and Bedouin
Soundclash. Their energetic live
show incorporates folk, blues,
reggae, rock and ska, appealing to
diversified crowds while creating one
definitive sound.

The Debonaires

Born out of Riverside, California
in 1995, these nine musicians
have shared the stage with
reggae and ska legends The
Skatalites, Desmond Dekker,
Hepcat, The Specials, and more.
The Debonaires incorporate
soul, jazz and funk sounds into
music that remains ever faithful
to the Jamaican sounds of ska,
rocksteady and reggae. Fans are in for quite a treat since the band’s last Victoria
appearance was at Victoria’s 5th Anniversary Ska Festival.
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Dubmatix Soundsystem

The Dubmatix Soundsystem are bringing their
sweet down tempo sounds back to Victoria by
popular demand. After turning people away
from their sold out show this past November,
The Dubmatix are looking forward to showing
off the best dub, electro, reggae and drum&bass
that Canada has to offer.

The Victoria BC Ska Society
is a non-profit organization
comprised of a handful of
organizers, volunteers and
Board of Directors. The Ska
Society’s main goal is to keep
Victoria’s Annual Ska Festival
improving and evolving year
after year. Also, the Society
strives to expose and excite
communities about Ska and
its related genres through
various year round events in
our region. All those involved
in the Society have a burning
passion for supporting the Ska
and Reggae scene throughout
Vancouver Island, the Lower
Mainland, Canada and the rest
of the world.
Learn more about us @
www.victoriaskafest.ca

Contact
Victoria BC Ska Society
info@victoriaskafest.ca

Board Members
Andrea Archer, Darryl Clark,
Chris Cowley, Randy Gelling,
Dave Hart, Byron Maier,
Matthew Watson, Scott Stewart
Ska Festival Organizers
D’Arcy Briggs, Amy Chase,
Stephen Chatterton, Heather
Furneaux, Brooklyn Galloway,
Scott Laming, Jada LeBlanc,
Rob Letts, Dane Roberts
Festival Photographers
Aaron McMillan
Geoff Robson
Web Site Guy
Nev Gibson

Jon & Roy

Jon and Roy are a soulful acoustic folk reggae
duo. With what can only be described as a
soundtrack for summer, the sounds of Jon and
Roy invoke memories of a hammock-riddled
beach weekend. Whether it’s their brand new
album “Another Noon” or the aptly titled “Sittin
Back”, Jon and Roy are best enjoyed outdoors
and preferably on the beach.

Program Design & Layout
Brooklyn Galloway
brooxiedesign.com
Editorial Assistant
Matt Carter

Program & Festival Graphics
Jada LeBlanc
Program Printing
Hillside Printing
Ska Factoids
Answer.com
Wikipedia.org
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Band Bios A-Z
The Easy Star All Stars

Easy Star All-Stars are collective of some
of the finest reggae musicians in the New
York area. In 2003, the band jammed out
the cult smash Dub Side of the Moon,
a reggae/dub rendition of Pink Floyd’s
classic. Responding to any critics who
dared to suggest that lighting couldn’t
strike in the same place twice, the band
recorded Radiodread, which re-worked
Radiohead’s OK Computer. This record resulted in a second round of critical acclaim and a sold out Victoria performance at Sugar Nightclub. 2008 sees the band’s
debut at Skafest and the release of their first original material, Until That Day.

Greenlaw

With their own brand of down tempo funk-dub, Greenlaw are one of Victoria’s
most accomplished acts. With appearances at the Montreal Jazz Festival, a
nomination for a 2007 UK Indie Music Award and most recently a nomination
for best International Act at the 2008 MTV DnB Awards, Greenlaw are showing
the world what Victoria knew all along.

Inspector

From their birth in Monterrey in
1995, Inspector has become one of
the most representative ska bands
in Mexico. In their twelve years,
they have recorded four albums including their 2003 release Alma en
Fuego, which became the first ska
album to go platinum in Mexico.
Inspector combines the best elements of Jamaican rhythms, punk energy, and that
Mexican flavour which transports listeners to the ‘50s dance halls of Mexico City.

Ska Factoid
Ska is a music genre that originated in Jamaica in the late
1950’s and was a precursor to rocksteady and reggae. Ska
combined elements of Caribbean mento and calypso with
American jazz and rhythm and blues. It is characterized by a
walking bass line, accented guitar or piano rhythms on the
offbeat, and in some cases, jazz-like horn riffs.
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Karmacanix

The young and virile Karmacanix
are part of the next generation of
ska musicians. Forming in 2001 in
a Vancouver high school jam room,
this seven- piece band combines ska,
funk, reggae, and punk influences to
create their sound.

Greener
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110 – 2605 Bridge St
Victoria BC

388-4844

Tues to Sat, 10 am – 5 pm
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Ska Fest

Little by little, over the last few years, Ska Fest has been taking
the necessary steps to lower our impact on the environment.
Through waste reduction programs, carbon neutral goals, and
sustainable partnerships, we are one-step closer. We invite everyone
to contribute by walking, riding or taking the bus to festival. Also
to help our GREEN initiatives, please use our various recycle and
composting containers available through-out the event.
Check out these websites of just a few of our sustainable partners:
Offsetters
offsetters.ca
Surfrider Victoria
surfridervictoria.org
CRD Event Recycling
www.crd.bc.ca
Wilderness Committee
wildernesscommitteevictoria.org
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Band Bios A-Z
The Kiltlifters

Perennial Ska Fest favourites The
Kiltlifters are back, and will be propagating their musical prowess backing
up King Django as well as playing
their own brand of third wave party
ska. With a heavy jazz background,
the six members of the Kiltlifters are
among the top players on the island.

King Django

Drawing on diverse influences
such as dancehall, ska, reggae,
punk, soul, and even Yiddish folk
music, King Django is definitely a
hard man to pin down. A seminal
force in the East Coast scene, he
has made his name as a singer,
songwriter, multi-instrumentalist
(trombone, ukulele, harmonica,
melodica, etc.), and producer by
way of his label Stubborn Records.
His recording and touring credits include Stubborn All-Stars, Skinnerbox, Rancid, The Toasters, The Slackers and Murphy’s Law.

Los Furios

Fresh off their first Mexican tour, Vancouver’s Los Furios will make their third
appearance at the Victoria Ska Festival. Los Furios bring ska, punk and
rocksteady to the dance floor; a sure fire recipe for a party. This performance
will be extra special as the group’s former singer Pedro Alfaro will be making a
special trip from his home in El Salvador to perform with the band.

Ska Factoid
There are different theories about the origins of the word ska.
Guitarist Ernest Ranglin said the offbeat guitar scratching
style that he and other musicians played was described as
“ska! ska! ska!”. Some believe that bassist Cluet Johnson
coined the term ska when explaining the ya-ya sound of
the music. He was known to greet his friends with the word
skavoovie, perhaps imitating American hipsters of the era.
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skaail

You've got Ska!

m

Sign-up for Ska Mail at
www.victoriaskafest.ca

Stay current with all the latest
happenings of your local Ska scene!

FESTIVAL SPREAD
KICK OFF
W FESTIVAL
Show @ 6pm - 9:30pm
Pulpa (Mexico City, Mexico)
E Mama
Buena Buya (Victoria, BC)
Salon Victoria (D.F., Mexico)
D
FREE
9th
T FESTIVAL REGGAE EXTRAVAGANZA
Doors @ 5:30pm / Show @ 6pm - 9:30pm
Banton & Mystic Roots (Birmingham, UK)
H Pato
King Django (New Jersey, USA)
U Dubmatix Soundsystem (Toronto, ON) Ticketed

INNER HARBOUR

INNER HARBOUR

10th

F
R
I
11th
S
A
T
U

dUbTeT (Victoria, BC)
FESTIVAL FRIDAY

Show @ 5:30 - 9:30pm
Staylefish (London,ON)
Jon and Roy (Victoria, BC)
Tequila Mockingbird Orchestra (Victoria, BC)
SATURDAY WARM UP

INNER HARBOUR

FREE
INNER HARBOUR

Show @ 12:30 - 4pm
Skavenjah (Regina, SK)
Kiltlifters (Victoria/Nanaimo, BC)
The Karmacanix (Richmond, BC)

12th
VENUE LOCATIONS
Victoria Inner Harbour/Ship Point: 800 Wharf Street
Element NightClub: 919 Douglas Street
The Victoria Curling Club: 1952 Quadra Street
White Eagle Hall: 90 Dock Street
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$19.50*

FREE

FESTIVAL SPREAD
ALL AGES EVENTS
W
E
D
9th
T
REGGAE EXTRAVAGANZA AFTER PARTY
@ Element NightClub
Doors @ 9pm / Show @ 10pm - 2am
H
Jon and Roy (Victoria, BC)
U
Dubmatix Soundsystem (Toronto, ON) @The Door
Most Ska Fest events welcome all-ages. Privileges to the onsite Beer Gardens will only be granted to those 19yrs + with
valid ID and wearing the appropriate wristband.

Get information about our Festival Workshop Series on
page 13. Workshops take place at Long & McQuade.

Greenlaw (Victoria, BC)

$12.00

FRIDAY NIGHT RUCKUS @ White Eagle Hall

Doors @ 8pm / Show @ 8:30pm - 1am
Inspector (Monterrey, Mexico)
Los Furios (Vancouver)
Mama Pulpa (Mexico City, Mexico)

Ticketed

$14.50*

FESTIVAL GRAND FINALE

@ The Victoria Curling Club
Doors @ 7pm / Show @ 7:30pm - 1:30am
Skatalites ( Kingston, Jamaica)
Easy Star All-Stars (New York, NY, USA)
Ticketed
The Debonaires (Riverside, CA, USA)
Current Swell (Victoria, BC)
$33.00*

10th

F
R
I
11th
S
A
T
U
12th

* advance

prices
may vary from
Victoria: Lyle’s Place & The Reef Vancouver Locations:
door prices *
Zulu Records
Duncan: Area 51
Nanaimo: Fascinating Rhythms High Life Records
Redcat Records
Saltspring Island: B-Side Surf

GET YOUR TICKETS IN ADVANCE
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Band Bios A-Z
Mama Pulpa

Mama Pulpa have been making their
energetic brand of reggae, ska, and
Latin pop rock since the summer of
1996. Coming from just south of
Mexico City, this four piece rocked
last years Ska Fest so hard we had
to bring them back! Their quirky
upbeat sound will have you smiling
and dancing from the first notes of
their performance.

Pato Banton & Mystic Roots

Hailing from Birmingham, England,
Pato Banton got his break in the early
‘80s, appearing on tracks with The
Beat and UB40 before unleashing his
first solo material later that decade.
The ‘90s saw Pato collaborating with
Mad Professor, David Hinds (of Steel
Pulse), and finally Robin and Ali
Campbell of UB40, with whom he
wrote the hit “Baby Come Back”—a song that topped the UK charts. His 2001
album “Life is a Miracle” was nominated for a Grammy for Best Reggae album.
Now with a new album under his belt, “Universal Love,” Pato is ready
to impress audiences at this year’s festival.

Salon Victoria

While their name may sound local, Salon Victoria is one of Mexico City’s most
celebrated bands. Combining Mexican Folk and traditional Latin rhythms to create a party-style ska, they can get a crowd shredding a dance floor in minutes.

Ska Factoid
Music historians typically divide the history of ska into
three periods: the original Jamaican ska scene of the 1960s,
the 2 Tone ska revival that started in England in the late
1970s, and the third wave ska movement, which started in
the 1980s. All of these varieties are showcased every year at
Victoria’s Annual Ska Festival.
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Band Bios A-Z
The Skatalites

Formed in 1964 in Kingston,
Jamaica, the Skatalites were
one of the first groups to combine Boogie-Woogie Blues,
R+B, Jazz, Mento, Calypso and
African rhythms, creating Ska:
the first truly Jamaican music. In the spring of 1964, The
Skatalites led sessions with all
the top artists, helping to break
young talents such as Bob Marley, Delroy Wilson, Desmond Dekker, and Lee
“Scratch” Perry. Since then the band has been nominated for Grammys, toured
the world, and shared their sweet soulful sound with millions. Over 44 years
later Lester Sterling, Doreen Shaffer and Lloyd Knibb continue to show why
The Skatalites are Ska Music.

Skavenjah

Regina might not be the first place
you think of when you hear ska
rhythms, but Skavenjah have been
putting the skank in Saskatchewan for over 15 years. With four
albums and hundreds of shows
to their credit, these eight prairie
rude boys know their way around
a stage and will have you grooving before the end of the set.

Ska Factoid
This year, participants of the 2008 Long & McQuade SKA
Camp will be making their debut performance on the Ska
Festival stage. Students will join the pros in the spotlight
at the Festival Kick-Off Concert in the Inner Harbour. Don’t
miss it! Visit www.long-mcquade.com to learn more about
their Summer Rock Band Program.
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Festival Workshops
This year, the Victoria BC Ska Society is very excited to be presenting
a workshop series as part of Victoria’s 9th Annual Ska Festival. Please
sign up for either or both of these workshops at Long & McQuade.
For more info please call 250-384-3620

DUB PRODUCTION WORKSHOP

By Dubmatix Soundsystem

FREE

Friday July 11th | 1 pm - 2 pm
@ Long & McQuade Music Education Centre
Toronto’s hottest dub/reggae duo Dubmatix Soundsystem will take
you on a trip in learning about the evolution of dub music. The workshop will begin with a brief history and then touch on dub music’s
various components. Afterwards, participants will be introduced
to how dub is produced and even get some tips from Canada’s best
about what you need to get started making your own!
Skeleton of Dub Workshop: 1. Brief History of Dub 2. Various Types
of Dub 3. Key Components of Dub 4. Drum & Bass – The Foundation
5. Producing Dub – From Start To Finish 6. Getting Started in Dub
and what you need

JAMAICAN RHYTHMS WORKSHOP

By King Django

FREE

Friday July 11th | 3 pm - 4 pm
@ Long & McQuade Music Education Centre
Workshop participants will explore the elements of different styles
of Jamaican music, with New York’s ska/reggae Stubborn Records
legend King Django on all the traditional instruments which make up
a traditional ska or reggae band.
Questions that will be addressed include: What is ska, rocksteady,
reggae (several different periods) music? What other styles and
rhythms inform the playing of these styles? What are the rhythmic
and melodic elements which define Jamaican music? What are the
roles of the different instruments?

2822 Nanaimo Street
Victoria BC
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Band Bios A-Z
Staylefish

Infusing reggae with a rock
sensibility, the six members of
Staylefish combine energetic
dubs and resounding bass with
classic Caribbean rhythms.
Fans of the acoustic sounds
of Chris Murray or Sublime’s
soulful side will quickly fall in
love with Staylefish.

Tequila Mockingbird
Orchestra

Tequila Mockingbird Orchestra is a
band that was born in the indie scene
of Victoria, BC in September of 2006.
Comprising of El Mapache (accordion, vocals), Eddie Splendor (guitar,
vocals), el Doctor (alto sax, vocals,
spoken word), Po (djimbe, vocals)
and Patrick “The Future” Mcgonigle
(violin), Tequila Mockingbird Orchestra is an eclectic
mix of ska, reggae, Latin rhythms, Russian folk, jazz and hip hop.

Ska Festival is fueled by

100% Pure

Volunteer Power.

Many Thanks! to all of our hard working volunteers,
who make the Annual Victoria Ska Festival possible.
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Ska Festival Supporters
Government Funders

Canadian
Heritage

Patrimoine
Canadien

Gold

Silver

Bronze
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Ska Calendar
Easy Star All Stars w/ The Debonaires

Sunday July 13th, 2008 | Doors 8:30 pm | $22 Advance
@ Cumberland Recreational Institute
2665 Dunsmuir RD, Cumberland, BC
Tickets available at Ticketweb.ca, in Cumberland at The Patch or in
Courtenay at Orbitz Pizza and Bop City Records.

1st Annual Skaspot Live Picnic

Sunday Aug 24th, 2008 | 2 - 5 pm + 6 - 8:30 pm
Location in Vancouver TBA | Tickets on sale mid-July
Spend the afternoon listening to Ska in the great outdoors. Three
performances during the afternoon before moving inside, where the
legendary Villains will finish off the evening. Visit skaspotlive.ning.com

Nine Mile w/ Mishka & Brave New Waves

Saturday Oct 4th, 2008 | Ticket prices, venue and other info TBA

The Real McKenzies w/ Wednesday Night Heroes

Saturday Oct 4th, 2008 | Ticket prices, venue and other info TBA

Ska Fall Classic Skahalloween

Thursday Oct 30th, 2008 | @ Upstairs Cabaret
Ticket prices and other info TBA
ONE NIGHT BAND (Montreal’s Stomp Records Recording Artist)
presenting their new album produced by Brian Dixon of the Aggrolites!

Forward Fest

July 25th - 27th, 2008 | 9 pm | Ticket prices vary
@ Sooke River Falts, Sooke, BC
Three days of live Reggae bands and DJs on two stages. Headliners
include Jamaican acts Sister Carol, Scientist and Ras Michael. Camping
and concessions available on site. Visit forwardfest.com

Shocks of Mighty

Every Monday | 9 pm | No Cover
@ Smith’s Pub, Victoria, BC
Featuring DJs Soul Scorcher and Il Quatil.

CFUV 101.9 FM Radio

Skankster’s Paradise - Ska | Sundays 5 - 6 pm
Pepperpot- Dancehall/Soca/Roots | Saturdays 6 - 7 pm
Alive & Dread African/Reggae | Saturdays 7 - 9 pm
Musicales Postales - Latin Music | Sundays 12:30 pm - 2 pm
Listen to all your favourite Victoria Ska Festival bands on any of
these radio programs.
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